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The Oath of the COUrCDWATACRS. l 


oy 

- "4 ſhall Swear truly and faithfully to execute} 
the Office ofa Churchwarden within your Pariſh,® 

according to the beſt of your Skill and Knowledge, and} 

preſent ſuch Things and Perſons, as you know to bei) 
Prelentable by the Eccleliaſtical Laws of this Realm. | 


So help you God. 


1he Sidemens Oath. 


Y OU ſhall Swear that you will be afliſtant to | F 


your Churchwardens in the execution of their | 
Office, 10 far as by Law you are bound. 


bs! 
2 
So help you God. | 
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ARTICLES of ENQUIRY for the Viſitation of 
the Diocess of GLOUCESTER, 1698. 


—  ———— ——_}©_ 


TIT. I. Concerning Sacks and Chapels. 


S your Church or Chapel in good and ſufficient Repair, 
| in the Roof, Walls, Windows, Floor, Seats and Dores ? 
2 And alſo the Chancel, to whomſoever it belongeth ? 

te 2. Is there a ſtone Font with a Cover, ſtanding in thc 
1, uſual place ? Is there a decent Communion-Table ſtanding in 
F. i your Chancel, covered with a Carpet in time of Divine Service, 
ei and with a fair Iinnen Cloth when the Communion 1s admi- 
1. 3 niſtred? And have you afilver Communion-Cup with a Cover, 
"8 ” one or more Flagons, and theſe only kept for that Uſe ? 
Z 2. Have you a large Bible of the Jaſt Tranſlation, two 
43 aka of Common-Prayer as Reviſed 1662, a Book of Ho- 
& milies, a Printed Table of Degrees of Marriage, a-Book of Ca- 
$ nons made 1602, and a decent Surplice,with other Neceſlaries 
# for your Church, provided at the Charge of your Pariſh ? 
* 4. Have you a Parchment Book, for Regiſtering all Chriſt- 
4 nings, Weddings and Burials, and are they duly Regiſtered, 
4 and the Book kept according to the Direction of the Canon ? 
W And 1s there a Tranſcript thereof ſent Yearly to the Chan- 
8 cellor's Office, as the Law directs ? 


F F. Have you a Book for cntering Pariſh Accounts, and are 
2 they yearly audited ? Have you an Inventory of the Plate, 
4 Books, and other Utenſils belonging to your Church? And 
& is this duly transferred from one Churchwarden to another ; 


TIT. I. Concermus the Churchyard, Houſes, Glebe 
and Tythes belongins to your Church. 
.S your Chanhivend well fenced with a Wall or Rayles. 
decently kept free from Anoyance ? Have there any 


T Incroachments been made, or new Dores opened into it : 
g And when ? 2. .I* 


2, Is your Minilters Houle, and the Out-houlſes belonging f 
thereto, 1n good and ſufficient Repair? Have any of them | 
been demoliſhed or damaged, or the Bounds of them changed, * 
or removed, without Authority from the Biſhop ? 

Have you an exact Terrier kept in your Pariſh-Cheſt of | 
all the Houſes, Out-houſes, Glcbe-lands, and other Dues be- 
longing to your Mainilter, according to the Rules ſent you ' 
by the Chancellor? And is therea true Copy chereot in Parch- 
ment ſent into the Biſhop's Regiſtry,aticfted under the Hands 
of the Miniſter and Parithioners ? - 

TI T. HI. Concerning Winters. 4 

S your Minilter Reflident among you? If not, doth he - 

keep a ſufficient Curate ? And what Salary doth he al- * 
low him 7 | 

2. Doth your Miniſter ſerye more than one Church 1n a ! 
Day ? If1ſo, how far diſtant 1s each from the other? Andare * 
the Incombes of cach Church ſo {mall as not ro aftord a {4 
Competency for two diſtin&t Miniſters ? Expreſs the Value | 
of each Church. = 


3. Is your Miniſter a Perſon of ſober and godly Life ? * 

4. Doth your Miniſter reverently read Divine Service on '* 
Sundays anc Holy-days, and doth he Preach at leaft once # 
every Sunday * 4 

5. Doth your Miniſter adminiſter the Lord's Supper ſo 
often, that every Pariſhioner may receive it at leaſt three 
times every Year, giving Notice of it the Lord's Day before? 
Doth he keep wicked Liver s, and ſuch as appear not to be in 
Charity with their Neighbours, from the Sacrament, £ 81VINg | 
an Account thereof to the Ordinary ? 

6. Doth he diligently inſtru& the Youth of your Pariſh * : 
in the Church-Catechiſm, and endeavour to prepare them |! 
for Confirmation ? Is he careful to viſit the Sick, baptize | 4 
Children, bury the Dead? And doth he uſe the Form and ' 
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words, the Rites and Habit t preſcribd in the Common 

ra " Prayer, in the Adminiſtration of the Holy Sacrament ? 

ed, | 7. Hath your Miniſter knowingly Married any under Age, 

d without the conſent of Parents, or without Publication Gt 
t of Banes, or Licence legally obtain'd from the Chancellor of the 
be- 1 Diocels ? 

'0u ! 8. Doth your Miniſter duly read in tune of Divine Service 
ch- {the late A againſt profane Swearing 2nd Curfing, on the 4. 


ads it Days appointed by the Act of Parliament, and back 
[:. 


Ag 


he openly read the K1Nes late Proclamation againſt De- 
! bauchery and Profanencls ? 


he - TIT. IV. Concernine Partſhuners. 
al- O your Pariſhioners reverently demean themſelves 
| | in the Church, during the time of Divine Service, 
j and Preaching God's Word 7 
ire } 2. Do any of your Pariſh he under a notorious Fame, or 


By a | | common Suſpicion of Adultery, Fornication, or Incelt ? 
{ Are there any common Drunkards, Swearers, Curſers or 
yp Eien of Gods Holy Name; any filthy Talkers, Re- 
Oe , lowers of Scdition among their Neighbours ? 
on ## Are there any that profanc the Lord's Day, by follow- 
CC 'F | ing Eben Callings, by uſing of Sports, going to Ale- houſes, 
| or lying 1dly at home 1n the time of Divine Service, or that 
ſo | I | under pretence of Liberty of Conſcience, totally negle& the 
ce #4 Worſhip of God ? 
22 MM 4<- Afe there any that refuſe to pay their Ea/Zer-Ofterings, 
in, | or Church-Rates, made by the Churchwardens, after duc 
1g | | Xorice g1ven ? 
4 Hath any Legacy left to pzous Uſes been miſpent, co:: 
hv | ceal', or embezel d, by whom * 
n F ©. Do you know, or have heard of any in your Parit}, 
C | char having the Preſentation of any Eccleſiaſtical Living. 
d | ] have made any Contra& for Money > Or for an\ part of the 
's & Iythes or Glebe belonging thercunto ? = Are 


"+ } 

7. Are any Wills conceal d, loit, or neglected to be proved * } 

3. Have you an Account of pious and charitable Gifts be- "8 
longing to your Pariſh, kept 1n the Church Cheſt, according y. 
to the Inſtructions ſent you by the Chancellor of the Dioceſs ? 
And have any been lately given, that are not yet Regiſter'd ? '? 
TIT. V. Concernine Pariſh Clerks and Sextons. by 

i. WS your Pariſh Clerk of 1ober Life and honeſt Conver- * 
ſation? Able to diſcharge his Duty in reading or '! 
finging the Plalms? Doth he duly attend the Miniſter at .* 
Church, and are his Wages juſtly paid him, according to the : 
Cuſtom of your Pariſh ? ; 
2. Is your Sexton (it any) careful to keep the Church *' 
clean and decent, doth he lock up the Church Dores in due :; 
time, and toll or ring the Bells as occaſion requires ? f- 
TIT. VI. Concernins Schools and Hoſpitals. 
I. Hat School-maſter, publick or priyate, 1s in your # 
Pariſh ? Is he Licenſed thereunto ? Doth he teach 
his Scholars the Church-Catechiſm ? Doth he bring thenTto | 
Church on Sundays and Holy&4985*tv be Catechized by the | 
Miniſter in the publick Congregation ? F 
2. What Holpitals, Alms-Houſes, or Free-Schools have 3 
been founded in your Pariih ? Are they managd according to * 
the Founders Gitt * Arc their Rents and Salaries duly paid, } 
and do you know of any Abuſes committed therein ? 4 
TIT. VI. Concernme Churchwardens. ; 
I- RE your Churchwardens duly Choſen according to the Cuſtom of # 
your Pariſh, with the Conſent of the Miniſter. 
2, Have the lait Churchwardens given up their Accounts, and delivered the 
Overplus to the tucceeding Oilicers ? With all the other things that belong to 
your Church ? | ] 
3- Do they provide againlt every Communion a ſufficient quantity of fine- | 
white Bread, and good Wine ? 4 
4. Do the Churchwardens difpole of the Offerings at the Communion, with- 
ont the Conſent of the Miniſter ” And is that Money enter'd into a Book ? 

$5. Do your Churchwardens taviſily ſpend the Pariſh Money at Viſitations, 
in Feaſts and Riotous Eating and Drinking ? .- ADs 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


" I. HE Miniſter of each Pariſh, whoſe Duty it is to endeavour, what lies tn 
ng * | 


hi 
& 2 | make n0 Confllence of their Oaths, may, and ourht to preſent Notorious Crimes and 
"| 


$0 ſuppreſs all Vice and Profaneneſs, if he ſees his Churchwardens to 


Offenders. | 
2. The Churchwardens are to take Notice, That if they neglef their Duty, in pre- 


| ſenting Offenders, they are to be proceeded againſt in the Eccleffaſtical Court, as in 


Caſes of wilful Omiſſion and Perjury. 
E D W. Glouceſter. 
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Inftrutions #0 make new and exat? Terriers, at leaſt once in 20 Tears, to preſerve 
the Rights of the Clergy from pretended Exemptions, and unjuſt Compoſitions ; 
and to aſcertein the Bounds of their Glebe, by reaſongfs Alterations that may hap» 
pen in that ſpace of time, both in Megs, and Places Names. 


I, OU are to expreſs what Houſes belong to your Miniſter, how many 
Bays of Building, what Out-hqufes, Barns or Stables, what Orchards 
and Gardens, and the quantity thereof ? 

2. What Glebe-lands belong to your Miniſter? How butted and bounded ? 
Of what quantity ? Whether Arable or Patture ? Whether any have been chan- 
ged,Md for what ? By whoſe Authority, and by whoin detain'd ? And whether 
the Church hath ſuffered any Detriment thereby ? 

3. What Lands or Eſtates pretend to be Tythe free, and upon what account 


2 as you have heard ? What Compoſlicions are there in your Pariſh ? And what 
3 do the pay in lieu of full Tythes ? 


4. What are the Cuitoms of your Pariſh in Tything ? As for Mortuarys, 


4 Offerings, Aftermoate, Agiſtment, Herbage, Milk, Calves, Lambs, and thc 
3 like © What Beaſt Paſtures, or Right of Common are duc to your Minilter ? 


5. What Tythes belong to the Impropriator ? What to the Vicar ! What 
Stipend is due from the Impropriator to the Curate ? What Portions of Tythes 
are due to, or from the Church ? % 

6. What Augmentations have been added to your Church, fince the 12 
Year,of K., Charles the Second ?, How are they continued, and by whotn pai«| 
according to.the, AQ. in the 29th of Charles the Second, for the confirming and 
perpetuating Augmentations made Eccleſiaſtical to {mall Vicaridges and Cu 
racies ! | 

7. This Terrier thus made in Parchment, one Copy is to be laid in the Pariti 
Cheſt, and the other ſent into the Biſhop's Regiſtry. And the Minilter is to 
take Care herein: 3. for fone” ſhall be received without his Approbation, unde: 


Hand and Seal., 
I Richard Parſons, LL. Dr. 
k& CHANCELLOR, 
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Intrudcions for an Account of Charitable.Gifts, fo prevent 
the Abuſes, and Concealment thereof. 


i. 7 OU arc to mention what Lands, Goods, Stocks of Money, Tene- 
ments, Peaſions, Rent-Chaiges, or other things that have been given 
to any Pious Uſe, within your Pariſh. | 

2. What are the Uſes deſign'd for ſuch Gitts? Whether for Reparation of 
ihe Church, Preaching of Sermons, . Relict of the Poor, Education of Orphans, 
Binding out of Apprentices, or the like ? 

>, -How are {uch Citis lecured ? Where are the Evidences, Bonds, Deeds, 
Wii's, or other Conveyances kept? In whoſe Hands is any Money truſted, is 
there good ard ſufficient Security, and 15 your Miniſter acquainted with the 
Management thereof * 

4. Have any Charitable Giits beſtowed on your Pariſh been loſt, detain'd, 
0: iniGemploy'd ? By whom, and in what manner have*you been wronged ? 
Specify at jarge. Es | 

5. You are to mention if there be any Free-School, or Hoſpital within your 
Pariſh, by whom ErcCted, and how Endowed, and who are the preſent Tyaftees 
jor the ſame ? 

5, Haveany Charity s been given to your Pariſh fince the laſt Account, 1683 ? | 

7. If you haye no Charitable Gifrs as yet bequeathed to your Pariſh, certify :! 


the ſame under your Bends by the time appointed ? 


The Miniſter and Churchwardens are ordered to call a Pariſh-Meetiong ſome- 
time betorc AMichaelna/s next, to conſult how to make a Terrier of the Mini- 
 ftei's Dues, and an Account of ali Charztable Gifts according to theſe DireQions, 
and torfend a Tranſcript thereof in Parchment into the\ Biſhop's Regiſtry by 
the Eirlt of Offober next; and to k&p the other Part-.in the Paniſh-Cheſt, 1tf 
theſe things are already compleat in our Pariſh-Cheſl, ſend a Certificate there- 
of byghe Firſt of Ofob:y next under the Miniſter's Hand. If they are wanting, 
the o urchwardens are hereby admoniſhed to procure them by the time' pre- 
hxed, with the Miniſter's Hand thereto; or elſe the Churchwardens will be 


proceeded againft in both theſe Caſes for Contempr. 
ws. 


TT Rich. Parſons, LL. D. - 
1698. Cancel. GLoUCEST. : 


